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Editors note: The following 
article appeared in a Suffolk 
News early in the century. Mr. 
Branch lived in the first block of 
South Broad Street where there 
is now a church school 
playground. 


John J. §. Branch 
Better known as “Hurricane” Branch, 
the “Bloodhound Detective.” 


It is safe to say that two-thirds of the 
people of the United States have read 
of the deeds of heroism, courage and 
fortitude of John J. S. Branch, who is 
better known throughout the country as 
“Hurricane” Branch, Suffolk's famous 
bloodhound detective. To relate, in 
detail, al the hair-breadth escapes and 

“msod-curding adventures that his 
hazardous vocation has brought him 
into contact, would fill many interesting 
pages of this edition of-the Herald, and 
itis soon to be published i in boOK-form. 
Mr. Branch, whose courage has been 
displayed so often in conflicts with kving 
opponents in the way of escaping 
rapers, robbers and murderers, was 
born near historic City Point, Charles 
City County, VA., June 27, 1856, 

| where his father, who was nicknamed 

| the “Notonous” James Branch, was 

_ overseer of the estate of Hill Carter. 

| who was one of the best-known men of 

| his day in Eastern Virginia. The mother 

| of the subject of this sketch died when 
he was but three years of age. Two 

| years later the civil war, which 
threatened the life of the nation, broke 

| forth with ail its horrors, fury, and violent 

| excitement, and the father enlisted in 

| the secret service of the Confederate 

| government, in which he served for four 

/ years, and during which time his 

| gallantry in adventurous courage was 
often remarked and brought to the 

| attention of his superior officers who 

_ wore the gray. The death of his 

mother, and the troublous times 

| combined, were the means of depriving 

young Branch of the rudiments of an 

education, and it was not until his 

eighteenth year, when he entered the 

public school that he began to receive 

his first knowledge of books and a 

primary education. In the spring of 

1881 Mr. Branch came to Nansemond 

County, and in December of that year 

he was married (in the building which is 

now the home of the Elks), and then 

returned to farming in Isle of Wight 

County, where he remained until 1888, 
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when he returned to Nansemond, and 
in the following November was 
appointed high constable of the 
magistratal district of Chuckatuck, and 
with this office combined with farming 
he lived prosperous and contented until 
his 35th year, when he decided to work 
bioodhounds to assgst in running down 
fugitives from justice. In that year he 
purchased in Atlanta, Ga. “John™ and 
“Tiger,” two full-blooded English 
bloodhounds, and his career as a 
famous detective and capturer of 
desperate criminals began almost 


“immediately. One of “Hurricane” 


Branch’s first, most successful and 
important cases was near Keedysville, 
MD where the murderer was at once 
run down and captured. Immediately 
after this Mr. Branch received a 
telegram from Elizabeth City, NC to 
come on at once with his hounds to 
discover the whereabouts of Nell 
Cropsey, who had suddenly and 
mysteriously disappeared from her 
home. “Tiger,” the hound, took up the 
scent instantly and followed it to a 
summer house, where Nell had been in 
the habit of sitting evenings with a 
young man by the name of Wilcox; 
from this place the dog made its way 
over and to the extreme end of along 
pier that projected into the Pasquotank 
River. The dog’s actions gave every 
indication that it was here that the girl’s 
body had fallen, or had been thrown, 
overboard. The waters were dredged 
and 37 days later the body was 
discovered not far from the spot, and 
the murderer (Wilcox) is now serving a 
30-year sentence for the crime. The 
services of Detective Branch are 
constantly in demand, and scores of 
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BRANCH READY FOR A CHASE AFTER FUGITIVE 


telegrams calling for his assistance 
have been received from all parts of 
Virginia, Maryland, N.Carolina, W. 
Virginia, etc. Notwithstanding Mr. 
Branch’s adventurous career, he is 
proud to state that he has never yet 
taken the life of a fellow man. Mr. | 
Branch seems to hoid danger in | 
contempt, not from bravado or 
inconsiderate levity, but from a devotion 
to the cause of which he has made a 
lifetong study, and for the nght and 
justice, and is able to meet danger 
without flinching in the proper spirit. 
when the call of duty requires it. The 
bloodhound “Tiger,” who had never 
failed in a single instance to trace a 
culprit to his lair, who had remained on 
the ground (that is to say, who did not 
ride out of town and kill the scent), died 
at a Richmond veterinary hospital from 
overwork, and his head and skin now 
ornament Mr. Branch's parlor floor in 
the shape of a handsome rug. His 
mate, “John,” was poisoned during the 
great coal strikes in the New River 
region of West Virginia. “Tiger, Jr.” 

who took the place of his namesake 
and predecessor, is even a better dog, 
and only a few weeks ago the Supreme 
Court of N. Carolina rendered a 
decision that the Court would stand on 
the dog's record, and a similar verdict 
was recently handed down by Judge 
West, in Sussex County, Va. Outside 
of his detective business, Mr. Branch 
has a reputation far and wide as an 
expert and scientific curer of the 
celebrated Smithfield hams, and in this 
line he is without a peer in the Old 
Dominion. Fraternally Mr. Branch is a 
member of the Masons, Odd Fellows, 
Red Men, Heptasophs, and the 
Woodmen of the World. 
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2 OI1.D TIMES IN THE WEST END DECEMBER, 1996 


LAKEVIEW 
HOSPITAL 


Lakeview Hospital was founded in 1905 by Drs. 
J.E. Rawls and E. R. Hart. It was built on 
Bosley Avenue between Smith and Gittings 
Streets and had twelve private rooms and an 
operating room. Over the years the building and ih 










the services it offered grew. In 1917 a brick > 1~ : 
annex was built for examining rooms, X- 40 ‘ is oy a! 
rooms, laboratories and staff offices” A school of tot) 3: a5, Lo) a 
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Mary of the doctors who worked here lived nearby. Dr. J. E. Rawls lived at 204 S. Broad: Dr. J. Lewis Rawls lived on Maryland 
Avenue, Dr. David Rawls lived at 112 S. Broad, Dr. D. L. Harrell lived at the corned of West Washington and South Broad 
Streets; and Dr. Will Gay lived at 212 Bosley Avenue. 


The hospital served Suffolk and the surrounding Tidewater area as well as northeastern North Carolina until September 1951, 
when Louise Obici Memorial Hospital opened. : 
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Milton T. “Pete” Elliot (then of 203 S. Broad) 
constructed his new hotel in 1925. It still 
stands at the corner of N. Main and Market 
Streets and has since been converted to- 





Walter T. Barrett on the steps of his 
home at 118 S. Broad Street, c. 1918. 
In the background is 116 S. Broad, 
the Spence home. 
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On the porch (now removed) of 108 S. Broad Street, c. Circa 1913, two Norfleet cousins from Washington, D. C. 
1917, Madeline Barrett (Lovelace) sits with neighbor pose in front of the Norfleet house at 108 S. Broad with 
Fillmore Norfleet. Mrs. Lovelace later served as Suffolk's Madeline Barrett (Lovelace) and (far right) Fillmore Norfleet. 
City Treasurer and Mr. Norfleet became a historian of some In the background to the right is visible one column of the 


note. Darden house (104 South Broad). 


